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lt;div&gt;The gospels tell us that Joseph of Arimathea took &lt;span&gt;the body

 of Jesus&lt;/span&gt; and placed it in a tomb. Why? To show that Pontius Pilate

, an independent witness, knew that Jesus was truly dead, and that the Galilean 

women could verify the location of the tomb.&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&gt;
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&gt;&lt;div&gt;&lt;div&gt;Mark 15:46 reads,  �Then Joseph bought a &lt;span&gt;l

inen cloth&lt;/span&gt;, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth

, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a sto

ne against the door of the tomb � (NRSV).&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&gt;&lt
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